
North Tyneside Brass in Schools 

Tromba Cornet help sheet 

This is a guide for using the Tromba plastic cornet. Please read these instructions fully and carefully. 

Please treat with care to avoid damage. DO NOT try to open the cornet valves as they are delicate 

and may be broken if not handled correctly. If you have any problems with the cornet, please wait 

until the next brass group session when you can get help from one of the music tutors. 

The cornet comes in a hard, black case. You should find that this contains: 

1. A cornet  

2. A mouthpiece  

- this should be pushed gently into the hole at the end of the cornet 

- the cornet is now ready to play! 

- never push the mouthpiece hard into the instrument or bang it – it can get stuck! 

3. A mute for quiet practice at home 

The cornet is basically a length of curled tube which is narrow at one end where the mouthpiece fits, 

and widens into a bell at the opposite end, where the sound comes out. 

There are 3 valves numbered 1, 2 and 3. Valve 1 is the valve nearest the mouthpiece. Valve 2 is in the 

middle. Valve 3 is nearest the bell. The numbers are on the right-hand side on each valve. When a 

valve is pressed down it opens an extra length of tubing in the cornet, making it longer so that lower 

notes can be played. Different notes are played with different combinations of valves pressed down. 

The cornet should be held in the left hand. Place your ring or middle finger through the 3rd slide ring 

located under the bell, and the thumb and other fingers of your left hand gripping the cornet in 

whatever way feels comfortable.  

The valves are worked with the right hand. The end of your right hand little finger rests against the 

curved hook (“pinkie ring”) which is on top of the cornet tubing. Rest the tips of the other 3 fingers 

of your right hand on top of the 3 valves, ready to press them down. The thumb of your right hand 

rests against the cornet tubing. 

There are 3 tuning slides located on the extra lengths of tubing associated with each valve. These are 

adjusted to tune the instrument to the rest of the band, or to a standard pitch. A new player should 

not need to adjust these unless advised by your tutor. Leave them fully in for now. 

There are 2 “water keys” located on the front of the tubing. These are to allow water to be shaken or 

blown out of the cornet. Water condenses from the moisture in your breath. 

See accompanying diagram of a cornet. 

The mute 

The mute is used to quieten the sound. Brass instruments can be noisy, which is often a good thing, 

but there are times when you need to be as quiet as possible when practising at home.  

Push the mute into the bell of the cornet gently. Do not twist it. To increase the muting effect, place 

a small piece of paper towel into the bell before inserting the mute. 



Freeing a sticky valve 

If a valve sticks in the down position, gently pull the top of the valve upwards to free it. Gently wiggle 

it up and down until it loosens and returns to the normal up position quickly and freely every time it 

is pressed down and then released. 

Do not force a valve up. If it doesn’t pull up easily, leave it alone and ask for help from one of the 

tutors at the next brass group session. Do not pull a valve up further than it normally goes i.e. only to 

the height of the other valves. 

    

A very sticky valve may need oiling. The cornet is held upside down and a single drop of valve oil 

dripped into the hole at the bottom of the valve. While still upside down, the valve is pressed up and 

down a few times, or gently wiggled until it becomes free. Ask one of your music tutors to do this. 

Only use proper brass instrument valve oil. 

Valve maintenance 

This next section is for INFORMATION ONLY. DO NOT try to open the valves unless you have been 

properly trained to do so, and your tutors have given you permission to do so. Even then only do this 

when absolutely necessary. The valves are delicate and may be broken if not handled correctly. Also, 

if they are not replaced correctly, the cornet will become unplayable. 

To open a valve, gently twist the round cap on the bottom of the valve to unlock it and gently 

remove the cap. Next, unlock the round cap at the top of the valve in the same way. Now gently 

push the valve up from the bottom by sticking your little finger up the valve, and then pull the valve 

fully out from the top. 

The valve may now be cleaned with a clean cloth or kitchen towel. Do not use tissue paper as this 

will leave tiny fibres of paper in the valve and make it stick. 

Replace the valve carefully. The valve must be aligned correctly so that the 3 sets of holes in the 

valve line up with the 3 sets of holes in the cornet tubing – you can see these by looking down into 

the valve casing while the valve is removed. The narrow slot in the black part of top of the valve, 

through which you can see the spring, should be lined up so it is in line with the small studs that lock 

the end valve caps. Now push the valve fully in carefully, and lock the 2 end caps. 

Only take one valve out at a time to avoid mixing them up. If in doubt, the number of each valve is 

on the bottom end of the valve. 
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