
North Tyneside Brass in Schools    Toon Larner Practise Sheet 

Apple Pie Blues 

This tune is a good exercise to learn simple note rhythms using names of delicious 
desserts! Remember to use your tongue to start each note with a silent “te” or “de” 
especially on the short notes like semi quavers! 

The tune uses call and response phrases and is written in 2 parts. Part one can be played 
by the tutor and the group respond with part two or you can divide the group into 2 parts. 

1. This tune uses the following notes: 
 

 
Cornet valves are given below the note names, and trombone slide positions at the bottom. 
 

 
 
2. This tune uses the following note lengths: 

 

  crotchet  = one beat - think “one, two, three, four” 

  two quavers  = half a beat each - think “one and two” 

     triplet quavers = a third of a beat each – think “one and a two” 
 

  four quavers = four half beats - think “one and two and …” 

    four semi quavers = a quarter beat each – think “one a and a two” 

   minim  = two beats “one two” 

On a keyboard: 



3. Other notation: 
 
the “treble clef” music sign tells us what the notes on the 5-line “stave” are; 
“4 4” is the “time signature” – the top number is the number of beats in a bar; 
the bottom number tells us how long each beat is – in this case crotchets, also 
known as “quarter notes”  

 
  a crotchet rest  - don’t play for one beat 

 

  repeated section - go back and play the section a second time 

 
4. Practise each part of the tune – there are 5 phrases, each phrase is 2 beats long. The 

dessert names help get the rhythm. 
 
4a) “Apple Pie” – say it out loud. “Ap-ple” has 2 syllables and is played as 2 quavers 
(half a beat each). “Pie” is 1 syllable but lasts as long as “Apple” – it is played as a 
crotchet (one beat). Count in your head “1, 2, 3, 4”, then play the first phrase “Apple 
Pie” as “1 and 2”. Play it a few times with 2 beats rest in between. Try and keep a 
steady rhythm: 
 
  “one    and      two     three    four     one    and      two     three    four” 

 
 
4b) “With Custard” – say it out loud. It is the opposite rhythm to “Apple Pie”, with a 
crotchet “With” (one beat) followed by 2 quavers for “Cus-tard” (2 half beats) – count 
“1, 2 and 3, 4”:   
 
  “one      two    and     three   four      one      two    and     three    four” 

 

 



4c) “Blueberry Muffin” – say it out loud. “Blue-ber-ry” has 3 syllables and is played as a 
“triplet” which looks like 3 quavers with a number “3” above (or below) them. Each 
triplet quaver is a third of a beat, so the triplet lasts one beat. “Muf-fin” is played as 2 
quavers, half a beat each – count “1 and a 2 and 3, 4”: 
 
  “one  and  a     two  and  three  four    one  and  a      two  and  three  four” 

 
 

4d) “Watermelon Slice” – say it out loud. “Wa-ter-me-lon” has 4 syllables, each a semi 
quaver or a quarter of a beat, making one beat in total – think “1 a and a 2, 3, 4”: 
 
 “one   a   and   a    two   three  four   one   a   and   a    two   three   four” 

 
 
4e) “Sticky Toffee” – say it out loud. “Stick-y Toff-ee” has 4 syllables, each played as a 
quaver or half a beat, making two beats in total. 
These two phrases are more difficult than the others because the notes change, but 
this is a really good exercise – play them slowly over and over and gradually get faster. 

 
  “one  and  two  and    three    four       one  and  two  and    three    four” 

 
 
   “one     two     three and   four and       one     two     three and   four and” 

 
 
Now you’re ready to put it all together and play the whole tune!  
 


